
  

   HARVEYS’ MINISTRY IN CENTRAL EAST AFRICA  

                                 Spring 2022 

RETURN TO EAST AFRICA:   

Amidst COVID Restrictions 
 

As usual, many things seemed to pop up as we try to get ready to leave for the 

field, including finally getting our damaged roof replaced a week before 

departure, after wrangling with insurance for several months. We took the 

opportunity to remove our obsolete 

chimney in the process. Tammie cleaned and moved the trailer that we’d 

used for COVID quarantine and where Morrie had been staying most 

recently, until she moved to Oklahoma City. With the unexpected added 

activities, we left the kids quite a mess as we 

didn’t get completely done sorting and 

storing everything. Tammie worked 

virtually with the boys a few times to give 

instructions on how to finish sorting some 

things so they could move the storage bins to 

the barn. And Morrie made a couple of visits home over the last few months and dealt 

with some things left in the office and bedroom, so it can be used as a guest room 

now. Our church in Siloam Springs sent us off with their prayers and blessings.  
 

We successfully ran the gauntlet of PCR COVID tests within hours of departure, uploaded 

those into new apps for online certifications, and printed travel documents; they let us on 

our international flight in Houston with no problems. We gave ourselves plenty of time in 

Houston, as we also needed to rearrange luggage a bit for the international flight. Qatar 

airways had extended Tammie’s frequent flyer privileges, so our extra international bag was 

free. A big bonus in Houston was we were able to rearrange luggage at Tammie’s aunt and 

uncle’s, and her aunt (originally from Mexico) served us a wonderful Mexican lunch!  We 

hadn’t seen them in many years, and her uncle’s health has not been good lately. [Note: Just 

before sending out our update, Tammie’s aunt messaged that her uncle is in the hospital with 

COVID pneumonia and blood clot in leg: prayers appreciated!] 
 

We were a little confused that Kenyan officials didn’t want all our “required” paperwork when we landed in 

Nairobi; we learned later that the same day we arrived (March 11th) they began no longer requiring COVID testing 

for those with proof of vaccination. Yet it was still required when we left the US, so we still had to have it to 

board the plane. Brad had to locate somewhere to get another PCR test, after only a few days in Kenya, for his 

trip to Tanzania. While in Tanzania, the mainland also stopped requiring testing; that will make his travels easier. 

Even the city-wide mask mandate has been removed now. 
 

We continued renting our tiny apartment during the pandemic as it wasn’t possible to arrange 

for storage, nor did we want to lose the cheapest rent available in the capital city! Storage 

wouldn’t have been much cheaper, and it was worth not having to pack up and move things into 

storage via truck, then unpack and resettle all that on our return; we only had to unpack a few 

suitcases. Our landlord had their maid remove some of the layers of dust, though there was still 

plenty of dust left for us to tackle on smaller items she didn’t want to disturb.  Other than the 

dust, everything was just as Brad had left it 18 months earlier. We spent several days dusting, 

vacuuming, unpacking, and trying to remember where things were without having to go through trunks.  
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CONSULTANT CHECKING & EXEGESIS – NOW IN PERSON! 

Consultant Checking in Northern Tanzania 
Brad tried to virtually consultant check Revelation in a language on the southern shores 

of Lake Victoria in February, while still in the US. However, the connections were so 

bad that on some days they tried for over 2 hours but couldn’t connect for more than a 

few minutes at a time. One day they only did 3 verses before giving up for the day, and 

only completed 7 chapters in 2 weeks instead of 2-3 days. Brad finally decided he 

would visit them in person the end of March to finish up Revelation, after our return 

to Africa. Brad traveled to Tanzania just a few days after our arrival back.  
 

Brad’s 21-year-old Corolla, in Tanzania, needed some repairs, as it had been 

sitting for two years. Even his sunglasses inside the glove box had a layer of dust. 

His mechanic got it in tip top shape while he flew to northern Tanzania for two 

weeks for the Revelation consultant check. The team had moved to a smaller, 

more traditional, town since his last visit, so after landing at the regional airport, 

Brad had to travel for a few hours by bus and ferry to get to their office. They 

completed consultant checking Revelation and made some interesting discoveries 

that will improve the entire New Testament, though this will require returning to 

work which was previously completed. The community treated Brad to a culture-

filled day of traditional feasting, dancing, and singing as a thank you for his help with their New Testament. 

[Video of Brad joining the cultural dancing is posted in our Facebook Group and sent via emails.] 
 

                                               ‘Omaraz’ Translation Progress: 

Exodus and Psalms 
 

Brad flew back to the capital, then picked up his car 

before heading out to work with the ‘Omaraz’ 

translation team. It was SO nice not to have to try 

and work over often inadequate internet lines! Brad 

did some software training with the ‘Omaraz’ 

team, and they began the exegetical check of 

Psalms. Brad was also invited to preach in a 

small church led by one of the translators in 

their new temporary building; their previous 

building collapsed. During the second week, 

the team received a call from the Pioneer 

Bible Translator’s Media Arts team to come 

to the capital to capture stories from the translators about the effects of their New Testament in their community, 

so Brad drove the translators to the capital for this special event. This is the same Media Arts team Bradley Jr. 

will be doing an internship with this summer. Unfortunately, the rainy season began that day, and the return to 

the village was not uneventful! While driving on a foot trail through a village to avoid 3 inches of mud in a 

construction zone on the “main” road, Brad bottomed out and later discovered he’d poked a hole in the floorboard; 

at least it wasn’t the gas tank! Before leaving for the airport to return to Kenya, he pulled up the carpets so they 

could dry; the guest house driver will make sure the doors are open on sunny days until the inside is dried out. 

Brad will patch the hole when he goes back to Tanzania in July. 
 

Brad returned to Kenya on Good Friday and spent the next two and a half weeks proofreading Psalms 1-41. The 

team has responded to his questions and suggested corrections, and he and the team are currently exegetically 

checking the first 41 Psalms virtually. At least when working virtually now, he and the translators are in the same 

time zone rather than Brad working night shift. The in-person consultant check of Exodus in the ‘Omaraz’ 

language has been postponed until the last two weeks of October due to travel schedules, then the in-person 

consultant check of Psalms 1-72 is planned for the first two weeks in December. So, Brad and the ‘Omaraz’ team 

must complete work on the 2nd group of Psalms (42-72) before August.  
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Continue praying that many ‘Omaraz’ hearts (95% claim another world religion) will be convicted to follow Jesus 

as their Lord and Savior as they read about Him in the New Testament, now published in their own language.  

Pray also that the Jesus film and other evangelism efforts among the ‘Omaraz’ will effect powerful life-changes 

throughout the entire language community.  
 

TRAINING PROGRESS: Translation Consultant & PhD 
 

Brad is progressing in his Translation Consultant training.  Regarding the consultant 

check on Revelation, his mentor looked over his questions prior to the consultation, and 

Brad gave a report afterwards, but he ‘flew solo’ during the actual consultation itself. 

Next, Brad will attend a virtual “Consultant in Training” workshop 2-3 hours a day for 5 

weeks starting May 30. There will be quite a bit of homework to complete each day as 

well, so he’s been told not to expect to be able to get other work done. However, as he is 

very familiar with a lot of the workshop materials from teaching them to translators in the 

training program that he headed up in Tanzania several years ago, he is still hoping to install a water heater for 

our kitchen sink between sessions of the workshop. Brad may still need to complete some Hebrew studies after 

this workshop, but otherwise, he is almost done. His Translation Consultant mentor has been very ill in the 

hospital from a severe reaction to a medication. He’s off the medication, out of the hospital, and on the mend, but 

pray he can regain his strength to continue overseeing Brad’s training. 
 

Brad’s PhD work took a backseat to New Testament publication, consultant training, COVID, Genesis and 

Exodus, and home assignment, but he is hoping to be able to dedicate August to writing the Noun chapter of the 

‘Omaraz’ Grammar. How exciting! 
 

Tammie’s PhD Progress & Professional Development 
Tammie received her new student ID good through 2025, 

though she is hoping it won’t take her that long to finish her 

PhD. She has turned in the paperwork to renew her student 

visa, which the university is processing. She isn’t allowed to 

take classes until the paperwork is complete, but she has 

plenty of work to keep busy. Now that COVID restrictions have been lifted, she doesn’t 

have to worry about changing research topics. She just finished participating in a virtual 

workshop, “Leading and Coaching Across Cultures” last month and then attended this 

year’s Society of Intercultural Education Training and Research-Europa (SIETAR-EU) 

conference virtually the last weekend in May.   
 

Memorial  
A missionary colleague, Lynn Cazier, with CMF (Christian Missionary Fellowship) 

passed away from COVID in the US in early January. He and his wife, Dori, were Bradley 

and Morrie’s in country guardians when they came to Kenya for boarding school. Lynn 

also helped us move our things from storage to our current apartment a few years ago. 

And one of their daughters lives in Siloam Springs, so Morrie has house sat for them. We 

attended a Memorial service for Lynn  here in Nairobi a couple of weeks ago. Pray for his 

wife, Dori, as she closes out their house and ministry here in Kenya this month. 
 

                             Budget Increase 

As we said in our last newsletter, we are extremely grateful our financial support remained steady during the 

pandemic. But we depleted our financial reserves in assisting nationals with medical and funeral costs during that 

time. A new supporting church and 2 large one-time gifts are wonderful blessings that will help us meet our 

budget this year, and one supporting church was able to give their entire year’s support in the first quarter thanks 

to a very successful Faith Promise Rally. Like everyone else now, we are concerned about inflation and increased 

costs world-wide. The Lord has always provided, if not in finances specifically, then through other gifts and 

services. We will continue to be the best stewards we can of everything He provides. 
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An Answer to Many Years of Prayer …  

and Renewed Current Prayers 
Some may remember we began our ministry in Zaire (now DRCongo) many years ago, but our mission had to 

leave due to problems within the local church; many years of war and unrest followed, so the church was never 

able to deal with the corruption in its leadership.  Our HFCA colleagues, who returned to work in Congo the last 

several years, just shared a huge breakthrough: The church council replaced the corrupt leader with a very godly 

man, and they have taken a stand against pressure to capitulate in any way. Twenty-seven years ago, the president 

of our mission and other board members traveled to Zaire to announce our withdrawal; many who attended that 

meeting came down with severe malaria, and our mission president died as a result. Our HFCA colleagues and 

the newly elected church leader were struggling with malaria after the most recent meetings. The new leader went 

to the neighboring country of Burundi, where he used to serve as a missionary, to receive better medical care. 

And our HFCA colleague had to try a different malaria treatment as well. 

Please pray for their complete healing and protection from any other attacks 

of Satan; he does not like to lose the control that he has held for so long! Pray 

for protection for the new leadership, especially from any spirit of corruption 

associated with the power of their new position. Our colleague also reports 

the new church leader initiated a public reconciliation ceremony the Sunday 

after the general assembly, asking forgiveness from her as a representative of 

the missionaries. Tammie wrote the following in response: 
 

This is the most encouraging news I've heard out of Congo ever! It is news of what we've been praying for within the church 
there all these years - since our missionaries voted to withdraw in early 1995.  Namely, that the church leadership would 
take a stand against the corruption within its midst!!!, which was the primary reason for our unanimous vote to withdraw 
at that time.  It is a HUGE beam of light coming through brilliantly from the dark heart of Africa, piercing right through the 
world's darkness that seems to surround us on so many political and economic fronts in every corner of the world today!  
 

Thank you for representing us in the reconciliation ceremony! I don't think your malaria-pounding-head realizes how 
momentous all this news is in the moment. It has brought me much joy in place of the relatively few Zaire/Congo scars I 

bear. I'm sure our missionary family that have gone ahead are dancing a jig in heaven over this news                  .  
 

Another May Celebration… 

We also celebrated an event in May that took place even before we lived in Zaire; 

we celebrated our 36th wedding anniversary. It was unofficially our ‘Japanese’ 

anniversary as we went out for a Japanese meal and replaced an old uncomfortable 

loveseat with a new, locally made, Japanese style sofa bed.  
 

                        Health Updates… 
Brad is glad to be back in warmer East Africa where he 

can ride his bike daily, except for the rain. Unfortunately, 

the gym he used to go to shut down, and the hotel where he used to swim pool laps has 

become a private school. He recently found another hotel that has both a gym and a 

pool, so he will buy a monthly membership when he is in town. He survived (barely) 

some dental work before leaving Siloam Springs. He changed his rating of Dental 

Anxiety from a 9 to a full-blown 10 (because that was the highest possible), but at least 

the needed repairs and deep cleaning were done.  
 

Tammie has made good progress on her diabetes control. The program she started in 

January that cuts all artificial additives, wheat, and dairy to heal the gut and reset 

metabolism has worked well for her; she has lost quite a bit of weight, and her blood 

sugar is under the best control it has been in for a few years now; in fact her blood sugar has dropped too low a 

few times now, so she is hoping the doctor will reduce her meds at this week’s checkup. She has been able to add 

back some occasional wheat and dairy in her diet, but still avoids artificial additives, which means a lot of cooking 

from scratch. She also had a crown and deep cleaning before leaving the States, without the dental anxiety.  
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Upcoming Plans . . . 
Jun   -    Brad Virtual Consultant Training workshop, 5 weeks 

-    Tammie renew entry visa while Student Visa continues to process 

-    Tammie complete taxes and finance reports to date 

July  -    Brad in-person Exegetical Check of Psalms 42-72 with Omaraz Team in Tanzania 

- Tammie complete research papers 

- Meet with Chancellor of LivingStone Univ (Uganda) while he is in Kenya 

Aug  -    Brad write a chapter of the Omaraz Grammar 

Aug-Sept  -    Tammie resume University classes 

Oct   -    Brad in-person Consultant check Exodus with Omaraz team in Tanzania 

- Brad travel to US for 6 weeks 

Nov  -    Brad attend International Conference on Missions (ICOM) in USA 

Dec  -    Brad in-person Consultant check Psalms 1-72 with Omaraz team in Tanzania 
  

PRAYER & PRAISES 

• Praise that nearly all COVID restrictions have been lifted, making travel and work much easier. 

• Pray for the lingering economic fallout from COVID shutdowns, as well as anticipated food shortages 

from drought and the war in Ukraine. It is much harder on people that live from day to day here. 

• Pray for the New Testament and Jesus Film in the ‘Omaraz’ language to have significant impact. 

• Pray for Brad’s progress on his PhD and consultant training. 

• Pray for Tammie’s progress on her PhD, and clear direction in limiting her dissertation research.  

• Praise for progress on our health issues; continue praying for our chronic issues to be healed or kept under 

optimum control: Brad’s adrenal system, Tammie’s diabetes, and ours and Morrie’s Thyroid. 

• Praise for new godly church leadership in Congo; pray for protection from temptations of corruption. 

• Pray for our ‘kids’ spiritual, physical, and emotional health as they pursue developing their gifts and 

continue adjusting to life in the US; Pray for fulfilling work and opportunities to serve others and the Lord 

with their gifts.  
 

A Note of Thanks:  to all those who contributed to Bradley Jr’s summer internship with PBT; he was more 

than fully funded. This will allow him to extend his time by a couple of weeks if that would be helpful. He traveled 

to Dallas the end of May to begin the internship. He reported that, “It has been a busy week, but good.” 
 

 

Blessings to All, 

 

                            Brad & Tammie Harvey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS for Harveys’ Ministry:   Personal Email Contacts: 
Checks payable to “Heart for Central Africa”      BradSHarvey64@gmail.com 

     c/o Denise Clark                             and  

     6848 Falls Ridge Lane           tmkharvey@hotmail.com   

     College Grove, TN  37046                                

           (615) 504-8043                         
 

mailto:BradSHarvey64@gmail.com
mailto:tmkharvey@hotmail.com

