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TRANSLATION PROGRESS 

New Testament Publication 

“The New Testament has been sent to the publisher!” Finally! Brad has 

been wanting to say that for over a year; he gave final approval for it to 

be sent on September 2. Then on September 11, a sample hard copy of 

the printed New Testament was completed. Brad saw a video of another 

missionary flipping through the pages and showing the border, pictures, 

maps, the cover, the spine, etc. The green cover, gold lettering, and 

elaborate border were chosen by the 

translators in order to appeal to the majority of the Omaraz community of whom 95% 

follow another world religion. We are hoping the public dedication of the New 

Testament will happen very soon in early 2021, depending mainly on the pandemic 

and travel restrictions. We are hoping some guests from overseas will want to attend. 

Have you ever wanted to visit Tanzania?  
  

The consultation in Genesis is planned for some time around March. The consultant 

will be coming to Tanzania from India so has to consider travel restrictions and 

quarantine procedures. The translators completed three weeks of village checking 

Genesis in some remote locations. For Exodus, the translators responded to almost 400 

notes from Brad and are currently Group Checking it, making it ready for Brad to do a complete read-through in 

preparation for an Exegetical Check, for later in 2021. We prefer an in-person check, but a virtual Exegetical 

Check via Zoom might be necessary to keep the program moving forward. A workshop for the Omaraz translators 

on how to translate the Psalms took place the first week of January; the team drafted 29 Psalms in preparation for 

the workshop. Brad participated virtually from the US: midnight to 8am Central US time! 
 

Social Distancing 

Our extreme social distancing exercise is over. Brad returned to the US on October 1st and quarantined in the 

backyard travel trailer for a couple of weeks. Originally, we had three 

meetings scheduled to attend in the US the end of 2020, but only The 

International Conference on Missions (ICOM) in Indianapolis continued 

to offer an in-person component. Even ICOM was conducted primarily 

virtually. A prayer item from July 16 asked God to, “use ICOM to catalyze 

creativity throughout world missions without compromising the message 

of the cross. Give us fresh ways to present the Gospel to an ever-changing 

world without sacrificing the centrality of the message of atonement for 

sin.” The pandemic has forced most churches and organizations to create or expand their virtual evangelism and 

discipleship efforts, often with great success.  
 

We kept our tiny apartment set up in Kenya since we hoped to move back there as soon as possible, depending 

mainly on a Covid vaccine. Since we are both in somewhat high risk groups, we felt it best to get the vaccine 

before returning since it was on track to be rolled out so soon. However, the rollout has been slower than 

anticipated; we’re hoping we can return by the 1st of March now. In the meantime, we will continue working 

and studying remotely in the US. If delayed beyond early March, we may make a couple of work trips to Africa 
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before Morrie’s University graduation in May 2021, followed by a scheduled short home assignment, during 

which time Brad also has to serve his postponed jury duty. However, in that event, we will likely make some 

work trips back to East Africa even during the ‘home assignment.’ 

Like everyone these days, as we deal with the effects of the pandemic, our future plans are more tentative than 

usual, but Bible translation continues moving forward! Tammie wrote in an email to a friend, “But I guess we are 

all less sure of near future plans than we have ever been in our lives … except maybe when war broke out in 

Zaire, and we couldn’t return there, and we lived with a ‘to go bag’ constantly packed to evacuate at a moment’s 

notice     .” 
 

Brad’s PhD Progress & Consultant Training 

The time which Brad had set aside for researching and writing the Omaraz Grammar was eaten up with urgent 

matters in order to get the New Testament finalized. On the consultant training front, Brad completed an online 

Discourse seminar spread out over 3 weeks, and he audited a Greek refresher course. He plans to finish his 

“consultation challenge questions” in Revelation in a Northeastern Tanzania language by January 15, in 

preparation for leading that consultation later in 2021.  
 

Immigration: Tanzania & Kenya 
In Tanzania, Brad can no longer get work and residence permits because he has worked there for more than five 

years, so he will just get a business visa whenever he goes there to work face-to-face with the translators. 
 

In Kenya, Brad applied for a one-year multi-entry visa in early March, but government offices closed a few days 

before it was to be ready. Over the summer he received three temporary visa extensions and eventually gave up 

trying to get the multi-entry visa. He’ll just go back into Kenya on a tourist visa and try again for the multi-entry 

visa once Tammie is back and can pick up her Student permit from the University.  
 

Tammie’s PhD Progress & Stateside 
The Korean University students staying in our house this summer moved into their own lodgings with the start of 

the new school year. The Harvey House is back to being our family home again. It took quite a bit of cleaning 

and rearranging to get things back to normal.  
 

After Brad was done with quarantine, we traveled to East Tennessee “on our way” to ICOM in Indianapolis to 

pick up the remainder of Bradley’s things that he stored with one of our long-time friends and supporters. We 

were able to catch up with our forwarding agent on that trip. Then while in Indianapolis, we caught up with Brad’s 

home church and visited with his family. We barely had time to prepare for Thanksgiving, which was spent with 

Tammie’s family in Tulsa. We also spent Christmas with Tammie’s family, avoiding travel as the pandemic was 

spreading rapidly again. We have been enjoying reconnecting as a family after not all being together since January 

2018 after Bradley’s college graduation. That is quite a change this year after returning to Africa with no kids for 

the first time; having been ‘empty nesters’ for a few months, then for the two of us being separated most of this 

year, stuck on different continents when the pandemic shut down the world. Now the family is back together for 

at least a few months again. 
 

Tammie’s April PhD seminar that began in June finally culminated the end of 

December, so things are moving slower with all the Covid adjustments. This is 

fine since being stateside is not allowing her to really focus on her studies as 

much as being in Kenya. Another seminar that was to be face-to-face this 

January has been moved online as well Jan 11-15, as this update is going out.  
 

30 Years this Month 
In January 1991, we left home for our first overseas assignment. Here’s a 

throwback photo of us packing boxes in a garage. 
 

 

 



 

The Harvey ‘Kids’ 
Bradley arrived home the end of July as planned. After he quarantined for a couple of weeks, he joined Yuda in 

helping with yard and maintenance projects around the house while they both looked for work. Both boys were 

thankful to get employment at Laz-y-Boy’s manufacturing plant here in Siloam Springs when it was opened back 

up. They have been quite exhausted, as the work has been not only full-time (first full-time job for both of them), 

but mandatory 10 hours per day, six days a week, as Laz-y-Boy tries to get caught 

up on their backlog after their manufacturing shut-downs due to Covid. Bradley has 

been doing the job of an upholsterer while Yuda was given the job of working with 

the computerized machines that cut the various materials for the different units being 

built. They know they were blessed to have any kind of work, much less full-time 

with full benefits. It will add to their resumes when they look for other, more 

preferred jobs, when more areas of the economy open back up.  
 

Morrie’s University has adjusted the start of their second semester to the first of 

February. With no breaks, they will still end before Labor Day, though graduation 

will be pushed back a week. We are hoping that there will indeed be a graduation to 

attend. She has applied to provide in home health care since she has the whole month 

of January free. Hopefully she can get any training needed, then work weekends 

even after school starts, then transition to more full-time after she graduates while 

applying for Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) programs. 
 

Health Updates… 
Brad still rides his bike almost every day, weather permitting, and does stretching 

and calisthenics at home. His health challenges are mostly under control, though 

always lurking just beneath the surface.  
 

Tammie’s health remains fairly stable though the onset of cold weather and 

traveling has stifled exercise. Holidays haven’t helped either, so some winter 

weight and higher blood sugar have resulted. Though thyroid and gout are still 

under control.  
 

Upcoming (tentative). . . 
 

Jan   -     Insert Consultant notes into Revelation 

   -     Tammie virtual PhD Seminar 
Jan-Feb  -     Insert Exegetical notes into Exodus 

Mar  -     Return to East Africa 

Mar-Apr   -     Consultant Check of Genesis 

- New Testament Dedication 

Mid-May  -     Begin home assignment 

- Morrie’s college graduation 

      Later  -     Consultant Check of Revelation  

- Exegetical Check of Exodus 
 

PRAYER & PRAISES 

• Prayers for the fight against the Coronavirus: for health care and essential workers, researchers, 

government leaders, and especially for those who have lost loved ones. Pray for an effective vaccination 

program. 

• Pray for God’s people to respond to His leading, so this crisis and the political crisis our country is facing 

can be turned into great opportunities for the advancement of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

• Praise for the Printing of the Omaraz New Testament. 
• Pray for showings of the Jesus Film among the Omaraz to have a significant impact. 

• Pray for Brad’s progress on his PhD and consultant training. 

Brad’s main mode of exercise 

and transportation 

Morrie making 

gingerbread houses with 

cousin’s kids at Christmas 



 

• Pray for Tammie’s progress on her PhD assignments and research, and stamina for her virtual ‘night 

classes.’ 

• Praise for Tammie’s Kenyan Study Permit being issued. 

• Praise for progress on our health issues; continue praying for these chronic issues to be healed or brought 

under optimum control: Brad’s adrenal system, Morrie’s thyroid, and Tammie’s diabetes, thyroid & gout. 

• Pray for the kids’ spiritual, physical, & emotional health; trying to get settled into your own adult life is 

difficult enough under ordinary circumstances. Morrie’s final semester of University and separation from 

her boyfriend as he completes his compulsory military service in South Korea (He is currently in ‘basic 

training.’) Praise for jobs, and pray for job search. 
 

Blessings to All, 

 

                            The Harvey Family 

 

 

DONATIONS for Harveys’ Ministry:   Personal US Address: 
Checks payable to “Heart for Central Africa”      Brad & Tammie Harvey 

c/o Denise Clark          1144 W Jefferson St.  

6848 Falls Ridge Lane           Siloam Springs, AR 72761  

College Grove, TN  37046                                

   (615) 504-8043                   BradSHarvey64@gmail.com        tmkharvey@hotmail.com    
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